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direct interference with the administration, either in par-
ticular districts or throughout the Empire.    All affairs of
public importance, including the rights of making war or
peace, of levying contributions, raising troops, building
fortresses, passing or interpreting laws, were henceforth
to be left entirely in the hands of the Diet.   The Aulic
Council, which had been sometimes the engine of im-
perial oppression, and always of imperial intrigue, was so
restricted as to be harmless for the future. The 'reservata'
of the Emperor were confined to the rights of granting
titles and confirming tolls.    In matters of religion, an
exact though not perfectly reciprocal equality was estab-
lished between the two chief ecclesiastical bodies, and
the right of * Itio in partes/ that is to say, of deciding
questions hi which religion was involved by amicable
negotiations between the Protestant and Catholic states,
instead of by a majority of votes in the Diet, was defi-
nitely conceded.    Both Lutherans and Calvinists were
declared free from all jurisdiction of the Pope or any
Catholic prelate.    Thus the last link which bound Ger-
many to Rome was snapped, the last of the principles by
virtue of which the Empire had existed was abandoned.
For the Empire now contained and recognized as its
members persons who formed a visible body at open war
with the Holy Roman Church; and its constitution ad-
mitted schismatics to a full share in all those civil rights
which, according to the doctrines of the early Middle
Age, could be enjoyed by no one who was out of the
communion of the Catholic  Church.     The Peace  o
Westphalia was therefore an abrogation of the sove
reignty of Rome, and of the theory of Church and State
with which the name of Rome was associated.   And in
this light was it regarded by Pope Innocent the Tenth
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